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bers, who was only a year younger than Sun, was Lin Sen, a man
of marked scholarship 'who, when he died in 1943, was the greatly
respected President of China. Lin Sen served the revolutionary
cause in various ways and for The League of Sworn Brothers or-
ganised "underground" newspapers.
A Chinese authority sums up the situation in the words, "All
Sun's ideas, however, were still in process of formation. Nor were
they, even in their broad outlines, generally accepted, far less under-
stood by his followers. But while they were struggling against the
Manchus this was x>f little importance.9*83 All agreed with the first
of The Three Principles, the rest was merely of academic interest
to the leaders and a vague aspiration to the masses.
The members of the league, as the name implies, had to take smf
oath. The society was, after all, a typical Chinese secret society
and Sun's relish for loyalty oaths was not unreasonable. One
Manchu spy, working through the customs department, "by express-
ing his loyalty to the Chinese revolution", obtained information
which led eventually to the arrest and execution of one of the leaders
in China and there must have been many such leakages. The oath
ran:
"I swear under Heaven that I will do my utmost to work for the overthrow
of the Manchu dynasty, the establishment of the Republic and the solution
of the agrarian question on the basis .of the equitable redistribution of the
land* I solemnly undertake to be faithful to these principles. If I ever betray
my trust I am willing to submit to the severest penalties imaginable."84 :
**The severest penalties imaginable" were specified in case any
candidate for membership lacked imagination or took the phrase
lightly. Treason or betrayal was % punishable with death. In spite
of the oath and its penalties, aad in spite of the risk of being caught
by the Maachus, some four hundred young men joined at the first
meeting in Tokyo and it was not long before branches were estab-
lished in every province of China except remote Kansu.
Every xaember was given a number and thereafter was known
only by his number, none but the branch organiser knowing his
name, Headquarters received reports from the branches aad knew
only the names of important members who might be used for special
missions. The branches established within China were especially
cartful wiK>m they enrolled, for their work was intended to be actiw
wben fee time came. How they dealt with doubtful members is not
known but It is worth recalling that the earlier anti-Maachu societies